Foundation Course

Segment One

Full Christian Initiation

Part 5 - Baptism in the Holy Spirit
1 Corinthians 14:1

Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially the gift of prophecy.

Not so long ago, there was a debate in the church about whether spiritual power or love was more important, as if there’s a trade-off between the two.  But the Bible tells us both to “follow the way of love” and to “eagerly desire spiritual gifts”.  Many people will be familiar with 1 Corinthians 13, the wonderful passage that includes the words:
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  Love never fails... And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

And the verse that I’ve quoted above is, of course, the next verse.  It comes as part of the same thought process – we are called both to love and to the exercise of spiritual power.
Some people also stumble over the word “eagerly”.  We feel that it’s not quite polite (or “cool”) to admit that we “eagerly desire” anything.  We’re taught to be content, not to make a fuss, to do without.  But we’re instructed to “eagerly desire” spiritual gifts!
The Definition of Baptism in the Holy Spirit
In the previous chapter, we saw that “baptism” is a transliteration of an everyday Greek word that means “immersion”.  So, just as baptism in water is immersion in water, so baptism in the Holy Spirit is immersion in the Holy Spirit.  

Being baptised in the Holy Spirit is different from being immersed in water; The Holy Spirit is spirit, not physical.  It may be difficult at first to understand the idea being immersed in something (or rather, someone) who is not physical.    
To be baptised in the Holy Spirit is a spiritual experience, not a physical ceremony (although, as we will see later, it does have certain physical consequences).
In scripture, people are described as:
· “being baptised in the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 3:11, Mark1:8, Luke 3:16, John 1;33, Acts 1:5, 11:16) 
· “being filled with the Holy Spirit” (Luke 1:15, 1:41, 1:67, Acts 2:4, 4:8, 4:31, 9:17, 13:9, 13:52)
· “receiving the Holy Spirit” (John 20:22, Acts 2:38, 8:15, 8:17, 10:47, 19:2)
· “the Holy Spirit coming upon” them (Luke 2:25, Acts 1:8, 8:16, 10:44, 11:15, 19:6)
All of these phrases describe people having a powerful experience of the Holy Spirit.  Careful study of the passages that I’ve listed will show that the phrases “being baptised in the Holy Spirit”, “being filled with the Holy Spirit”, “receiving the Holy Spirit” and “the Holy Spirit coming upon” are more or less synonymous.  Some people would say that they’re exactly synonymous, whereas other people would say that some of these expressions refer only to an initial event in the life of a believer and some also refer to subsequent “re-fillings”.   
Since there are no scriptural examples of anyone being described as “baptised in the Holy Spirit” more than once, and since other Biblical uses of the word baptism tend to refer to once-only experiences, we tend to reserve the phrase “baptism in the Holy Spirit” to refer to the first such experience in the life of each believer.  So, in current usage, “being baptised in the Holy Spirit” is usually used to mean “being immersed, “being filled”, “receiving” and “having” the Holy Spirit “come upon” you – for the first time.  Subsequent such experiences tend to be described most often as being “filled with the Holy Spirit”.
However, there is no Biblical requirement for us to make this distinction.
Baptism in the Holy Spirit in the gospels
Before Jesus’s ministry on Earth began, John the Baptist came, baptising people with a baptism for repentance.  John prophesied that Jesus would baptise His people with the Holy Spirit:
Matthew 3:11 
[John the Baptist said] I baptise you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.

(See also Mark 1:8, Luke 3:16 and John 1:33)

When Jesus was baptised in water, he was also baptised in the Holy Spirit:
Matthew 3:16 
As soon as Jesus was baptised, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him.

(See also Mark 1:10, Luke 3:22 and John 1:32)

This is also described in Acts 10:37-38

37 You know what has happened throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached — 
38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.

Here, Peter is preaching to the household of Cornelius.  Notice that Peter says God anointed Jesus with the Holy Spirit and with power (one event) and he went around doing good and healing (subsequent to that event).

And if the baptism in the Holy Spirit is necessary for Jesus, then it’s necessary for me.  Notice that this was before he started his ministry.  He didn’t perform any miracle, or utter any prophesy, or heal any sick people, or teach, until after he had received the Holy Spirit.  Jesus was our pioneer – He lived the way that He calls us to live.  Just we cannot use spiritual gifts without the fullness of the Holy Spirit, so He didn’t, until He had received the baptism in the Holy Spirit.
Later, Jesus made it clear that God was very willing to impart the Holy Spirit to all Christians:
Luke 11:13

If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!

Any normal Earthly father delights to give gifts to his children.  And Jesus tells us that God wants to give us His Holy Spirit much more than any Earthly father.

At the feast of Tabernacles Jesus prophesied that the Holy Spirit would be made available to those who desired him:
John 7:37-39

37 On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him." 39 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.

Every Christian has something of the Holy Spirit, and has some ability to be a blessing to others.  And every Christian (I hope) wants to glory God, to tell people about Jesus, and to encourage the church.  But a Christian who hasn’t been filled with the Holy Spirit can only do this with very little power and very little love.  But for those who have been baptised in the Holy Spirit, streams of living water will flow from within them.
Is that what you want?  Do you want to make more of a difference with the years remaining to us on this Earth?  Do you want to see God glorified and people helped?  Jesus is saying that the power to make a real difference can flow like living water from inside us – if we’re thirsty for it.
Jesus is saying:

· It is the THIRSTY who will be baptised in the Holy Spirit
You’ll never be baptised in the Holy Spirit because someone else thinks it’s a good idea, or because others in your church have been, and you want to be like them, or because you think you “might as well” be.  You can only be baptised in the Holy Spirit if you thirst for it – if you long for it.

Jesus is also saying:
· Baptism in the Holy Spirit would only be given after His Ascension
And we read about this in the Acts of the Apostles.

Baptism in the Holy Spirit in the Acts of the Apostles
In the first chapter of Acts, Luke writes about Jesus telling his disciples to wait for the Holy Spirit to come, before they began the work of spreading the gospel:
Acts 1:4-5
4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptised with water, but in a few days you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit."
Acts 1:8
8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."

In these passages, we have examples of the fact (mentioned earlier) that various Biblical phrases are more or less synonymous; In Acts 4:5, Jesus described the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost as his disciples being “baptised with [or in] the Holy Spirit” and in Acts 1:8 He describes it as when “the Holy Spirit comes upon” you.

From verse 8, we learn that:

· Baptism in the Holy Spirit brings POWER.

· We can be effective witnesses only after receiving this power.
Had the disciples been thinking in a human, rationalistic way, they might have thought “Yes, we understand that we need the Holy Spirit’s power to fulfil our commission but, while we’re waiting for the Spirit to come, we might as well make a start”.  But Jesus made it very clear – they were to do nothing about spreading the gospel except wait.

Jesus’s command to His church was “Do not attempt to preach or to evangelise, until you have been baptised in the Holy Spirit”.  Many of us seem to have ignored this command in our day, but that is what Jesus told us.  If we are to fulfil our role in the church’s mission to make disciples of all nations, it is essential that we are baptised in the Holy Spirit.
It is reasonable at this point to ask the following question: “How is it that some people seem to preach with great power, but who would never claim to have been baptised in the Holy Spirit”.

The answer to this question comes in several parts, I believe.  Firstly, not all Christians use words in the same way.  Different denominations, and different generations, use different language.  For some Christians (even today) the concept of “being baptised in the Holy Spirit” is not something that they would think about in those words.  Secondly, there has been some division and some pain in the church over the issue of Baptism in the Holy Spirit.  As a consequence, some are reluctant to acknowledge that they have had this experience, for fear of rejection of criticism from others.
But – whether or not we use different language to say it – the truth is that a Christian can only be fully effective in God’s service if he has been baptised in the Holy Spirit.  It’s also true that we should be faithful to Biblical language.
Moving on to the moment when God first poured out the Holy Spirit on the church, remember that we started this Full Christian Initiation segment by looking at Acts 2.
Acts 2:4  

All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.

We can see from this passage that:

Firstly, ALL of them were filled.  God wants every one of His people to be baptised in the Holy Spirit.  
Secondly, having been baptised in the Holy Spirit, they begin to speak in tongues – the first manifestation of spiritual power (rivers of living water) coming out of them.  This is the most usual first manifestation of the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  
Thirdly, we see form verses 12-13 that some people begin to get a bit nervous.  They still do.
Acts 2:12-13
12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, "What does this mean?" 13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, "They have had too much wine."

So Peter stood up and explained what had just happened:

Acts 2:16-18

16 ... this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 17 "In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. 18 Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy.”
Hundreds of years before Jesus was born, Joel had prophesied that God would pour out His Spirit on all His people.  And this – the baptism in the Holy Spirit, first experienced at Pentecost in 30 AD, is the beginning of the fulfilment of Joel’s prophesy.
See how inclusive Joel’s prophesy is!  He says the baptism in the Holy Spirit is for old men, young men, sons, daughters, men, women and servants.  This is a way of saying “everyone”.  God said “I will pour out my Spirit on ALL flesh”.  This means it’s for you too!

We’ve already had a reference to speaking in tongues, and we have here a reference to prophesy and seeing visions.  It is normal for Spirit-filled people to prophesy and see visions.  
There are many Christians – and many churches – where speaking in tongues, prophesy and seeing visions would be considered very far from normal, and where such things have not happened in living memory.  But far from proving from their own experience that such spiritual gifts are no longer with us, those Christians and those churches are demonstrating that they’re living less-than-normal Christian lives.

Acts 2:38-39

38 Peter replied, "Repent and be baptised, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call."

This “gift of the Holy Spirit” that Peter was referring to was of course, what the people had experienced just a few minutes earlier – the fulfilment of Joel’s prophecy.
And Peter is saying that the gift of the Holy Spirit is available to all who repent and believe.  Again, see how inclusive this is.  He says “Every one of you”, “you and your children and all who are far off” and “all whom the Lord will call”.  Peter, speaking by the Holy Spirit, is making it as clear as possible that the baptism in the Holy Spirit is for all Christians – all who repent and believe.
Let’s look now at other occasions, recorded in the book of Acts, where Christians were baptised in the Holy Spirit.

Acts 8:14-19
14 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them.

15 When they arrived, they prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit, 16 because the Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them; they had simply been baptised into the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.
18 When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered them money 19 and said, "Give me also this ability so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit."

There was a new church, planted in Samaria.  When Peter and John came to visit this new church, they saw that the people had believed, they’d repented, and they’d been baptised in water, but they hadn’t been baptised in the Holy Spirit.  And when Peter and John discovered this, they laid hands on them, so that they would be baptised in the Holy Spirit.
Simon was a sorcerer, no friend to the gospel.  But when he saw these new Christians being baptised in the Holy Spirit, he was impressed.  He was so impressed that he wanted to buy the ability that Paul and John had.  Of course, you can’t buy such a gift with money – or with anything else.  But Simon didn’t understand this.  To him, it was a piece of magic that he could use in his business.  
But the point is this: something extraordinary must have been happening for Simon to think that trying to purchase this gift would be a good business venture.  
It may be tempting to wish to be baptised in the Holy Spirit but to keep it private – just between yourself and God.  But to want this is to miss the whole point.  The reason we’re baptised in the Holy Spirit is so that living waters can flow out of us – to touch the lives of others.  We’ll look later at 1 Corinthians 12:7, which says “Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good”.  But let’s notice now that when we are baptised in the Holy Spirit, it will be obvious to anyone looking on.  In particular, we will receive some spiritual gift or gifts.
Let’s move on to Paul’s conversion.  Having met Jesus on the Road to Damascus, he was led into the city, where God told a Christian called Ananias to go and pray for him.

Acts 9:17

Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, "Brother Saul, the Lord - Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here - has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit."

This time, the experience is called being “filled with the Holy Spirit” but it’s the same experience.

The next occasion recorded in the book of Acts is when Peter is invited to preach to Cornelius’s household.  His audience weren’t Christians when Peter started speaking and, of course, hadn’t been baptised in water (unlike the church in Samaria).  
Acts 10:44-46

44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. 45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles. 46 For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God.
While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit “came on” everyone who was listening.  Again, this was the same experience as being “baptised in” or “filled with” the Holy Spirit.   

This time (as in Acts 2) the people were baptised in the Holy Spirit without the laying on of hands.  Indeed, they were baptised in the Holy Spirit more or less at the same time as they came to faith.  The observers knew that these people had been baptised in the Holy Spirit because they were speaking in tongues and (extemporarily) praising God.

This is the first time that gentiles became Christians.  Peter wasn’t expecting Cornelius and his household to become Christians at all, let alone be baptised in the Holy Spirit.  In fact, he had to go back to Jerusalem afterwards and explain himself (see Acts 11:1-18).
The situation when Paul arrived in Ephesus was different again.  The people he met were Christians, but had not been baptised either in water or in the Holy Spirit:

Acts 19:1-6

1 ... Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at Ephesus. There he found some disciples 2 and asked them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" They answered, "No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit."

3 So Paul asked, "Then what baptism did you receive?" "John’s baptism," they replied. 4 Paul said, "John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus."

5 On hearing this, they were baptised into the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied.

In this passage, we see:
· Paul could discern that these Christians hadn’t been baptised in the Holy Spirit.

· He baptised them in water before they were baptised in the Holy Spirit.
· He laid hands on them for them to be baptised in the Holy Spirit.
· Once they were baptised in the Holy Spirit, it was obvious – because they spoke in tongues and prophesied.

As we compare and contrast these different passages, we see that God will baptise us in the Holy Spirit at a time of His choosing, not when we find it convenient or when it fits into our theology.  Our role in this is to seek the baptism.  God wants to baptise each of His children in the Holy Spirit, but when He does it, where He does it and how He does it are up to Him.  

There is no formula for receiving the baptism in the Holy Spirit; there’s just Jesus’s requirement that we be thirsty, as we read in John 7:37-39.  Just as a man who hasn’t had a drink of water for a long time gets to the point where he will take any water, any way he can get it – so we need to be thirsty, so we don’t worry about how we are baptised in the Holy Spirit, and what might happen as a consequence, we just worry about being baptised in the Holy Spirit.
Does God still baptise his people in the Holy Spirit today?
To a new Christian, this may well seem a strange question to ask.  Why should we doubt that God blesses his church today the same way that he did at first?  If he still wants us to be baptised in water, why wouldn’t he still want us to be baptised in the Holy Spirit?  If we needed his power to be effective as his witnesses then, how could we cope without it now?

But some people who became Christians several years ago may remember a time when this question was seriously asked.  Thankfully, that time is now more or less over.  
The question was asked because some churches had no experience of spiritual gifts and made the mistake of fitting their theology to their experience, when we should all fit our experience to our theology.  
Their argument was something like this: “I don’t speak in tongues, and my friends don’t speak in tongues, and no-one in my church speaks in tongues.  And we’re Christians.  So no Christians speak in tongues.  And, since speaking in tongues is the main demonstration that a person has been baptised in the Holy Spirit, it follows that no-one is baptised in the Holy Spirit any more”.

This, of course, makes no more sense than “I haven’t been to Argentina, and none of my friends have been to Argentina, and no-one in my church has been to Argentina.  Therefore it is impossible to go to Argentina”.

It is always unwise to look to see what is happening, and then base our belief system on what’s happening.  To make this mistake is to believe that nothing that isn’t happening here and now, will ever happen anywhere at any time.  This is a theology of despair.

What we’re called to do as Christians is to read the Bible and, where what Bible teaches differs from what we experience, pray for our experience to come into line with Biblical teaching.

Here’s a (completely different) example of what I’m saying.  The Bible says that if a Christian confesses his sins to God, then God will forgive him.  But I might confess my sins to God and yet not feel forgiven.  At this point, I need to pray, saying “I know that I am forgiven, because the Bible says so.  Please, Lord, bring my feelings into line with the truth that I am forgiven”.

In the same way, we should pray “Lord, the Bible teaches us that we can be baptised in the Holy Spirit, we can dream dreams, we can prophesy, we can speak in tongues.  Please, Lord, bring our experience into line with the Bible”.  And there are thousands of churches across the world that have done this, and do now experience prophesy and speaking in tongues and other spiritual gifts.

A second reason why the question that forms the title of this section remains alive in today’s church is that there has been conflict in some churches between those who believed in the things of the Spirit and those who didn’t.  There were problems in many churches because the gifts of the Spirit were abused; some people claimed spiritual gifts that they didn’t have, and others used spiritual gifts with a wrong attitude and hurt people.  This caused some churches to get so cautious about spiritual gifts that they preferred to deny that they even existed.
But the fact that a good thing is abused is not a reason to deny that it’s real, or to use it for good.  And, by and large, churches in our country today would not deny the existence of spiritual gifts.
To answer our question, then:

· There is no Biblical suggestion at all that baptism in the Holy Spirit would die out.

· There have been miracles and other spiritual gifts throughout the history of the church.

· There are thousands of churches in our country today where a visitor can experience spiritual gifts.

· In at least one church near you, people’s bodies and emotions have been healed through prayer, and people’s lives have been changed through prophesy.

· The abuse of spiritual gifts is possible, but does not present a reason to deny them.

In fact, the Bible clearly teaches and the church demonstrates that:

God wants to baptise all his people in the Holy Spirit, 
to empower us to be effective for Him
The importance of baptism in the Holy Spirit

The same two questions can arise for baptism in the Holy Spirit, as we considered for baptism in water.  The first is:

· Can you be a Christian without being baptised in the Holy Spirit?
Again, the answer to this question is “yes”; the thief who was crucified next to Jesus and who was assured that he would be in paradise that day was not baptised in either water or the Holy Spirit – the baptism in the Holy Spirit had not yet been given.  More than this, we’ve seen examples of Christians who were (for a time) not baptised in the Holy Spirit.  That is, baptism in the Holy Spirit can happen at conversion, but it often happens later.
And the second question is:

· Should a Christian be baptised in the Holy Spirit?

And, again, the answer to this question is “yes”.
We’ve already seen that Jesus told the disciples that they would only be his witnesses AFTER they’d been baptised in the Holy Spirit, because only then would they have the necessary power. And if we’re going to make a significant difference in this world for Jesus and His kingdom, then we need the same power, so we need to be baptised in the Holy Spirit, as they did.
In summary:

Baptism in the Holy Spirit is not necessary for salvation

But it is necessary if we are to glorify God to our full potential

And how can anyone love God, and be glad to have his sins forgiven, and to have a place in His family, and yet not want to glorify him as much as possible?

There are two major benefits, to the individual believer and to the church, of the power that comes through the baptism in the Holy Spirit.  These are:
· Spiritual Fruit - character
· Spiritual Gifts - power
Spiritual Fruit

The fruit of the Spirit is described in Galatians 5:22-23
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control.

Of course, all Christians can experience a measure of growth in character even if they have never been baptised in the Holy Spirit.  Also, of course, there are Christians who have been baptised in the Holy Spirit but are not loving or gentle of self-controlled.  
However:
· Being baptised in the Holy Spirit allows Him far more freedom to change our hearts, and mould our characters, so that his fruit may grow faster and more fully in us.
· Although being baptised in the Holy Spirit gives him this freedom, it does not force us to repent and co-operate with him.  
Thus the existence of spirit-filled Christians with flawed characters is not a reason to refuse God’s divine power in our own lives.
Here’s a picture that might help.  There’s a channel of blessing that flows down from God to you. God wants to pour blessing down this channel all the time.  Now and again, you stick your finger in the channel, and the blessing slows down.  You do this through sin, or laziness, or because you’re hurting or worried, or for all sorts of other reasons.  Being baptised in the Holy Spirit makes this channel much wider.  There’s a greater bandwidth of blessing for you – but you can still block it off.  And God will still let you.
Spiritual Gifts

The most significant list of the gifts of the spirit are described in:

1 Corinthians 12:7-11
7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.

8 To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues.

11 All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.

Note:
· One or more of these Spiritual Gifts are given to every Christian that has been baptised in the Holy Spirit.

· The gifts are for the common good.

· All these gifts are supernatural.

Here is a test of whether you’ve been baptised in the Spirit.  If you’ve never done any of the things listed in 1 Corinthians 12:7-11, then you haven’t.

You can’t do any of these in your own strength.  A word of wisdom is not a word of your own wisdom; it’s a word of wisdom from the Holy Spirit.  By definition, you can’t work a miracle yourself.  You can’t speak in a language that you haven’t learned, except by the Spirit, and so on.

Although these gifts are manifestations of the Holy Spirit’s power, not our own, God allows us to be in control of whether we use these gifts, and when we do so, as is made clear in Paul’s instructions in the use of the gifts:

1 Corinthians 14:26-33
26 What then shall we say, brothers? When you come together, everyone has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. All of these must be done for the strengthening of the church.

27 If anyone speaks in a tongue, two — or at the most three — should speak, one at a time, and someone must interpret. 28 If there is no interpreter, the speaker should keep quiet in the church and speak to himself and God.

29 Two or three prophets should speak, and the others should weigh carefully what is said. 30 And if a revelation comes to someone who is sitting down, the first speaker should stop. 31 For you can all prophesy in turn so that everyone may be instructed and encouraged.

32 The spirits of prophets are subject to the control of prophets. 33 For God is not a God of disorder but of peace... 

The key phrase here is, “The Spirit of the prophets is subject to the prophets”.  We can see how this principle is applied in the other verses:
· Everyone has something to contribute to the church meeting, but only 2 or 3 should speak in tongues and only 2 or 3 should prophesy in any one meeting.
· We should refrain from using the gift of tongues if no-one is able to interpret the tongue.
· We can choose to stop a prophesy part way through.
I would also like to say here that, since each of the gifts listed are gifts from God’s Holy Spirit, it is important to be faithful in bringing them.   If enough has already happened in a particular meeting, we can ask God to show us how we can bring them in an appropriate way and at an appropriate time.  
Further, those gifts that involve utterance must be brought faithfully, in that we should not insert anything that is not from the Spirit, nor remove or edit anything that is from the Spirit.  And we should use all the gifts in a loving and orderly way.
Receiving the baptism in the Holy Spirit
Being baptised in the Holy Spirit is discernable both INTERNALLY and EXTERNALLY.  
Being baptised – immersed – in God’s Holy Spirit is going to change us!  Internally, it changes our hearts – our attitudes, our love for God and for others.  Someone once described the internal experience of being baptised in the Holy Spirit as “taking a bath in the love of Jesus”.  The American evangelist Tommy Tyson said that the Baptism in the Holy Spirit is “an event in a person’s life in which you become more constantly aware of the presence, the Person, and the power of the risen Christ”. 

The initial external evidence of being baptised in the Holy Spirit usually involves speaking in tongues, prophesying and/or extemporary worship.  The Spirit-filled Christian will have both an increased desire to worship God, and an increased ability to express that worship.  We should also be bolder in speaking to others about Jesus.
We have seen from the book of Acts that the baptism in the Holy Spirit can come through a variety of means and at various times.  We find the same today, with people experiencing this blessing during or just after:

· Prayer with the laying on of hands
· Private prayer

· Baptism in water

· Unexpectedly, as God just chooses to do it

I know a teenage girl who prayed with her fellow Christians to be baptised in the Holy Spirit and they were all disappointed because nothing seemed to happen.  She rode home on her bicycle, turned the corner into the street she lived in, and started singing in tongues!
Remember once more Peter’s answer in Acts 2:38

Peter replied, "Repent and be baptised, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”.

Peter was saying that we should expect that being baptised in the Holy Spirit should follow on from faith, repentance and baptism in water.

So why have so many Christians not been baptised in the Holy Spirit?  
Remember John 7:37-39

37 ... Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him." 39 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.

Here is by far the most important qualification:

The Baptism in the Holy Spirit comes to those who are THIRSTY.

No-one is baptised in the Holy Spirit because they think they should be, or because someone else wants them to be – only the thirsty receive the blessing.

Remember also one of Jesus’s most famous sayings:

Luke 11:9-13

9 ... Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened. 11 Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!
If you’re genuinely thirsty, you won’t give up asking, seeking and knocking.  Sometimes, God tests us to see if we’re serious about this.  God does not give the baptism in the Holy Spirit to those who are tolerant of him, but to those who are thirsty for him.

I know people who say “I asked God to fill me with His Holy Spirit, but nothing happened, so I stopped asking”.  Most of us were taught when we were children not to “nag”, not to “go on” asking for something that our parents didn’t want us to have.  My own parents taught be to accept that “no means no”.   God is not like that.  God wants us to “go on asking, go on seeking, go on knocking” until we receive.
But God does not give the baptism to those who are merely willing to receive, those who will merely tolerate it, those who do it because they suppose they should – only to those who are genuinely thirsty.

If you don’t want it – don’t ask for it.  If you’re not thirsty for it – don’t seek it.  But ask yourself why you don’t want it, why you’re not thirsty for such a great blessing.  And ask God to work in you, to conform you to His will, because He wants all His people to thirst for the Holy Spirit.

To be filled with anything is to reach the point where you overflow.  Those who have been baptised in the Holy Spirit should expect to overflow.  When we are filled with the Holy Spirit, we usually overflow through the mouth – in praise and worship and in spiritual gifts.  Most of the Spiritual gifts listed in 1 Corinthians 12 are spoken.  And 1 Corinthians 14:1 says “earnestly desire spiritual gifts, especially the gift of prophecy”.  
That’s why we read in the accounts in Acts that:

· It was discernable to others that people had been baptised in the Holy Spirit.
· They spoke in tongues.
· They prophesied.
· They worshipped spontaneously and extemporarily.

So, when we pray to be baptised in the Holy Spirit, we should open our mouths, so that we can overflow.  We look to God to give us words of worship or prophecy, in our native language or in a language we don’t know, in song or in prose.  Many who have never written a song in their lives find that they’re singing a new song extempore.  Most will speak in tongues.  Many will prophesy.  All these are made possible by the Holy Spirit of God.  But the point I’m making is that they come through the mouth.   So praying to be filled with the Holy Spirit while keeping our mouths clamped shut makes no sense.  
We must allow ourselves to speak.  The first time it happens, it might feel a little strange – after all, you’ll never have used a spiritual gift before.  Don’t think too much about what you’re saying, just let it come.  God never forces us to overflow; he allows us to do so.  So we need to actively co-operate with him.  If you’re not sure whether it’s from God or not, keep going – give yourself time to find out, and give God time to confirm it to you.  
When a young boy first rides a bicycle, he may wonder “am I really riding, or is it still the momentum from my Dad pushing me?”  The answer is “keep pedalling, son”.
On the other hand, it is true that sometimes, we pray for this baptism and we don’t receive.  In that case, we should keep on praying – and get thirstier.  Remember the promise, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink.  Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him."

Going on being filled with the Holy Spirit

Ephesians 5:18

Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit.

The Greek verb here is better translated “go on being filled”.  We can and should go on being filled with the Holy Spirit.

And we can see in the book of Acts that the early Christians were filled with the Holy Spirit more than once.
For example, Peter was involved in these three occasions:

Acts 2:4
All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.

Acts 4:8

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: "Rulers and elders of the people!

Acts 4:31

After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.

Paul was baptised in the Holy Spirit in Acts 9:17 but is described as filled with the Holy Spirit in acts 13:9.

Acts 9:17

Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, "Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit."

Acts 13:9  
Then Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked straight at Elymas and said...
Notice the context in two of the stories above where re-filling with the Holy Spirit takes place.  If we read the context of Acts 4:31, starting at verse 24, we see that it was during PRAYER AND PRAISE.  In Acts 13:9 it was for act of SERVICE.
We, too, can expect a fresh infilling (some call this “anointing”) of the Holy Spirit at times of prayer and praise (though not every time) and also when we need that extra power in a particular act of service.  For example, we often pray for a fresh filling of the Holy Spirit for someone when he is going to preach.

Maturing in the use of spiritual gifts

1 Peter 4:10-11

10 Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms. 11 If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.

We learn:

· The exercise of spiritual gifts is a serious matter. 

· Our gifts are for others, not for ourselves.
· Our gifts should be glorifying to God.
Romans 12:6-8
6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. 7 If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8 if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.

What Paul is saying here is that the gifts of the Spirit are manifested differently in different people but, whatever we do by the power of the Spirit, we should seek to do it well, and do it with a good attitude.  We should be loving and gentle and kind.  So, 
· Exercise gifts in proportion to your faith – not more, not less.
· Be generous.
· Be diligent.
· Be cheerful.
To summarise this: 
Mix character with power - 
Mix the fruit of the Spirit with the gifts of the Spirit
1 Corinthians 13:13-14:1

13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 1 Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially the gift of prophecy.

If you really love your brother, you’ll want to prophesy for him.  If you really love your church, you’ll want to sing in tongues for them.  If you really love your brothers, you’ll want to pray for their healing.  If you really love people, you’ll want to see God’s power at work in their lives.  But how does that come about?  It comes about through Christians.  If you really want them to know that God loves them, then love them.  If you really want them to know God’s truth, then teach them.  If you really want them to be healthy, pray for their healing.  
If we follow the way of love, we will earnestly desire spiritual gifts.  Because otherwise, it’s a bit like having a neighbour who’s starving and you’re sitting in your house thinking “I could go to the corner shop and buy him a loaf of bread, but I don’t want to”.  
Your brothers and sisters and neighbours are in need.  And part of the way God wants their needs to be met is through you.  He wants you to have spiritual power, so you can serve others; he wants you to follow the way of love by using spiritual gifts.
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